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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, ALBERT E. PECK, of
the city of Providence and State of Rhode
Island, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in ‘Key-Fasteners; and I hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description of the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification.

Figure 1 is a perspective view, showing the
application of my improved key-fasteners to
an ordinary door-lock. Fig. 2 is a sectional
view of my improved key-fastener, showing
the construction of its parts.

The object of thisinvention is to so construct
a key-fastener that a key of any size may be
firmly held and prevented from turningin the
lock by any unlawful means; and also sothat
the key-lock will automatically secure itself to
the key, so that it cannot be pushed off by
any tool or wire so as to release the key.

The invention consists in the peculiar ar-
rangement of the parts, as will be more fully
set forth hereinafter, and pointed out in the
claims.

In the drawings, A represents a door, and B
-alock. C is the key-hole,and D the key. eis
a cap or case, of such shape and dimensions
that it will readily pass over the loop of the
key, and prevent it from being turned around.
The cap e is secured to or forms part of the
binged arm f, which is at its lower end secured
to the door by the hinge-plate g, either by a
serew cast on the plate g, or by two screws
extending throngh said plate. To securely
and auntomatically fasten the cap e to the key,
* the hinged latch, held by a spring, is secured
to the cap ¢, and when the same is pushed
over the loop of the key the cap e will be firmly
held to the same by the latch, and cannot be

pushed off by extending an instrument through
the key-hole.

With a key-fastener it is important that the
key can be secured or released in the dark on
the inside of the door, and that it be so easily
operated that any one can secure the key or
release the same at the inner side of a door,
but also so that no kind of instrument can re-
lease the key-fastener or turn the key.

To facilitate the fastening of the key the
lower end of the arm f is provided with
cam, , resting on the spring <. The cap e,
being made to cover the whole of the loop and
being of smooth rounded outline, is not liable
to eateh in clothing, and be thus injored. The
wholeis neatin appearance, simple,and strong
in its construction, readily secured toany door,
and the key can be securely fastened by sim-
ply raising the hinged arm ¥, and it will be au-
tomatically held and firmly secured by the
spring-pressed lateh . It can be asreadily re-
leased and operated in a dark room, while the
key cannot be tampered with from without.

Having thus described my invention, Iclaim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

1. The combination, with thé hinge-plate g,
spring ¢, and cam k, of the arm f, provided
with the cap e, arranged to hold a key from
being turned, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth.

2. The eombination, with the hinged arm f
and cap e, of the spring-pressed latch h, ar-
ranged to secure the eap eautomatieally to the
key, as and for the purpose set forth.
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